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AGRICULTURAL from page 9

Agricultural commissions are a new 
idea for New Hampshire municipali-
ties seeking to balance growth and 
quality of life issues, and preserve local 
character. A New Hampshire town or 
city may choose to establish an agri-
cultural commission to promote, en-
hance, and encourage the interests of 
farming, agricultural resources, and 
rural aspects of community life. Citi-
zens can use an agricultural commis-
sion to help keep farming viable and 
vibrant in their community, whether 
rural, small town, suburban, or urban. 

Establishing an agricultural commis-
sion is an option for communities that 
value their local farms and rural char-
acter, keeping land in open space, and 
healthy, locally-produced foods. An 
agricultural commission has no regula-
tory or enforcement authority. In gen-
eral, an agricultural commission serves 
a similar role for local agriculture as 
a heritage commission for historical 
resources, or as the non-regulatory 
aspect of a conservation commission 
for natural resources. Heritage and 

conservation commissions, and other 
municipal boards, may spend some 
time on agricultural issues, but they 
also have many other responsibilities 
that prevent them from concentrating 
on agriculture.

An agricultural commission focuses 
primarily on agriculture. It will typi-
cally work cooperatively with other 
town or city governing and land use 
boards and commissions to make sure 
the concerns and interests of farmers 
are better understood and considered 
in their decision-making processes. An 
agricultural commission may:

•	 Advise and work with other 
boards and commissions on 
issues facing farming in the town;

•	 Conduct inventories of agricul-
tural resources;

•	 Conduct inventories of historic 
farms and farm buildings;

•	 Educate the public on matters re-
lating to farming and agriculture;

•	 Serve as a local voice advocating 
for farmers, farm businesses, and 
farm interests;

•	 Provide visibility for farming;

•	 Give farmers a place to go to for 
help;

•	 Help resolve farm-related prob-
lems or conflicts; and

•	 Help protect farmland and other 
natural resources.

Where Did The Idea  
Come From?
The idea of creating of local agricul-
tural commissions was pioneered by 
residents of urbanizing communities 
in Massachusetts, Washington, and 
California who valued and wanted 
to cultivate their agricultural heritage 
and resources. In these states, such 
commissions gained acceptance and 
became an important voice for agri-
culture. These areas confronted many 
of the same challenges facing New 
Hampshire: towns with a strong sense 
of community and desire to preserve 
rural character, experiencing rapid 
population increases and rising land 
values. Rather than allow agriculture 
to be pushed from their towns, these 
pioneers found a way to promote the 
interests of agriculture through public 
education, contributing input to town 
governing and land use boards, and 

•	 In 2012, 8.3 percent of New Hampshire’s total land area was in farms.  There 
are a total of 5,729,877 acres in New Hampshire of which 474,065 acres 
was considered farmland.  Farmland includes forests, swamps, cropland, pas-
tures, as well as other land.

•	 New Hampshire had 4,391 farms in 2012, up from 4,166 in 2007.  
•	 In 2012, New Hampshire was number one nationally in percentage of all 

farms that have direct sales to consumers.  
•	 Agriculture is responsible for 13,410 jobs in New Hampshire.  This includes 

6,660 hired full- and part-time jobs, 4,391 principal operators, with the 
remainder being partners. 

•	 Agricultural sales have increased to $199.9 million in 2012, up slightly from 
$199 million in 2007.

•	 The total lands in New Hampshire supporting agriculture increased 2,154 
acres from 2007 to 2012.
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