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TITLE XII
PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE

CHAPTER 165
AID TO ASSISTED PERSONS

Section 165:1

165:1 Who Entitled; Local Responsibility. —
I. Whenever a person in any town is poor and unable to support himself, he shall be
relieved and maintained by the overseers of public welfare of such town, whether or not
he has residence there. For the purposes of this chapter the term "residence" shall have
the same definition as in RSA 21:6-a.
II. The local governing body, as defined in RSA 672:6, of every town and city in the state
shall adopt written guidelines relative to general assistance. The guidelines shall include,
but not be limited to, the following:
(a) The process for application for general assistance.
(b) The criteria for determining eligibility.
(c) The process for appealing a decision relative to the granting of general assistance.
(d) The process for the application of rents under RSA 165:4-b, if the municipality uses
the offset provisions of RSA 165:4-a.
(e) A statement that qualified state assistance reductions under RSA 167:82, VIII may be
deemed as income, if the local governing body has permitted the welfare administrator to
treat a qualified state assistance reduction as deemed income under RSA 165:1-e.
III. Whenever a town provides assistance under this section, no such assistance shall be
provided directly to a person or household in the form of cash payments.

Source. RS 66:1. CS 70:1. GS 74:1. GL 82:1. PS 84:1. PL 106:1. RL 124:1. RSA 165:1.
1979, 243:1; 351:2. 1985, 380:2. 1986, 5:2. 1991, 355:56. 1992, 184:1. 1996, 175:2, ff.
Aug. 2, 1996.
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TITLE XII
PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE

CHAPTER 167
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO BLIND, AGED, OR
DISABLED PERSONS, AND TO DEPENDENT
CHILDREN

Section 167:27

167:27 Eligibility for State and Local Assistance, Confidentiality. —
[. Except as provided in paragraph II, no person receiving old age assistance or aid to the
permanently and totally disabled under this chapter or RSA 161 shall at the same time
receive any other relief from the state, or from any political subdivision thereof, except
for medical and surgical assistance.
II. Notwithstanding paragraph I, a municipality may provide assistance under RSA 165 to
a person who is also receiving old age assistance or aid to the permanently and totally
disabled if the guidelines adopted by the governing body under RSA 165:1 authorize
assistance to such persons, and the acceptance of such relief shall not operate as a
revocation of old age assistance or aid to the permanently and totally disabled.
I1I. The names of persons receiving old age assistance or aid to the permanently and
totally disabled under the provisions of this chapter or RSA 161 shall not be printed in
any report of the county commissioners or of the commissioner of health and human
services nor published in any state, county, or town report.

Source. 1937,202:33. RL 126:31. 1951, 90:10. RSA 167:27. 1983, 291:1. 1995,
310:176. 2013, 183:1, eff. Jan. 1, 2014.
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TITLE XII
PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE

CHAPTER 165
AID TO ASSISTED PERSONS

Liability for Support, and Recovery Over

Section 165:31

165:31 Work Program Requirements for Assisted Persons. —
I. The overseer of public welfare may require any person who is receiving support under
this chapter and who is physically able to work, to participate in the municipality's work
program as a condition of continued eligibility for assistance. The overseer of public
welfare of the town or city may require the person receiving aid to work for the town or
city at any job which it has available that is within the capacity of the person receiving
support. Such persons shall receive aid in return for such required work at a rate of
exchange equivalent to the prevailing wage for the kind of work they are required to
perform in the community from which they receive support, as determined by the
municipality's pay schedules prevailing at the time of application for assistance. The
amount an assisted person may be required to reimburse the town or city for aid received
shall be reduced by the credits received from participation in the municipal work
program.
II. The overseer of public welfare of the town or city may require the person receiving aid
to perform services for a nonprofit organization if that organization has agreed to
participate as a municipal work program, and has been approved by the overseer of
public welfare, provided the person is credited according to the prevailing wage scale of
that institution.
I11. In no case shall participation in a work program be required of the following persons
as a condition of receiving assistance:
(a) Single parents with children under the age of 5 years; and
(b) Persons with mental or physical disabilities, as determined by the overseer of public
welfare.

Source. 1965, 321:1. 1977, 59:1. 1985, 380:18. 1987, 261:1. 1996, 213:2, eff. Aug. 9,
1996.
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TITLE XII
PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE

CHAPTER 165
AID TO ASSISTED PERSONS

Liability for Support, and Recovery Over

Section 165:20

165:20 Recovery of Expense. — If a town, city, or county acting as agent for a town
under RSA 165:34 spends any sum for the support, return to his home, or burial of an
assisted person having a residence in another town or city, or for an assisted person
having relations able to support him under RSA 165:19, such sum may be recovered from
the town, city or relation so chargeable or from a county acting as agent for the town
under RSA 165:34. In any civil action brought under this section to recover such sum, the
court shall award costs to the prevailing party.

Source. RS 66:9. CS 70:9. GS 74:9. 1875, 7:4. GL 82:10; 269:21. PS 84:13. PL 106:23.
RL 124:19. RSA 165:20. 1967, 192:3. 1977, 152:2; 367:1. 1985, 380:12, eff. Jan. 1,
1986.



