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NHMA’s Legislative Policy Positions
Newly Adopted for 2023-2024



▪ Adopted September 2022 for the 2023-2024 
Legislative Years

▪ 17 Specific Policy Areas, and 11 Principles

▪ No Major Shifts in Policies or Principles

▪ Rewrites and clarifications

▪ Adoption of policies related to key areas of 
legislative interest

▪ Read NHMA’s 2023-2024 Policies & Principles

2023-2024 Legislative 
Policy Positions

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/2023-2024-legislative-policies-and-principles


The Balance of Power
Some Insights for the Session



2021-2022 Balance of Power

Senate

Republicans Democrats

House

Republicans Democrats



2023-2024 Balance of Power

House

Republicans Democrats Tie

Senate

Republicans Democrats



It Will Be Incredibly 
Difficult to Get 
Traction in the 
House

This is very different from every other year.

2022 delta was 20-30, 
favoring the Republicans.

Had to put in effort where 
we didn’t want the majority 
party to get what it wanted.

Every House session is going to come down 
to how many of which side shows up.

There will be no way to 
predict this number.

Delta could be +/- 10 for 
every bill.



House Committee Recommendations 
Have Limited Usefulness this Session

▪ Committee recommendations will 
only tell us whether everyone 
agrees on the bill, or whether we 
will have to see who shows up on 
voting day.

▪ This means that we will have to be 
very strategic about when to whip 
votes for or against something, as 
we’ll be asking both sides to cross 
the aisle.



House Statistics 
2022

~1/8 of votes were bipartisan

• “Moderates” – 1/3 – 1/2 of 
sponsored bills were bipartisan.

• Everyone else – 1/5 or less of 
sponsored bills were bipartisan.

Sponsorship statistics varied







Senate Statistics: 2022

~1/3 of votes were 
bipartisan

Sponsorship statistics were 
opposite

Most Senators saw ~2/3 of 
their bills have bi-partisan 

sponsorship

Only ~1/3 were party-line







▪ Senators have until January 12th for final sign-off, 
and the House Rules Committee gave some waivers 
for late filing of bills (notably the budget bill), so it is 
too early to say what kind of bipartisan sponsorship 
is likely this year.

▪ However, it stands to reason that on policy issues 
where there is an impetus among both party’s 
leadership in the House and Senate leadership to 
“do something,” we’re probably more likely to see 
compromises reached and bills arrive on the 
Governor’s desk. Why?

▪ The conversation can be between leadership 
coalitions rather than various groups within parties.

▪ The number of policy areas that are likely to garner 
bipartisan interest in compromise is small, so few 
conversations likely to be ongoing.

▪ The bigger question this year is the budget trailer bill 
and what policies will be in it.

2023 
Statistics



The 2023 Session
Bills to Watch: NHMA Policy Bills, Policy Topics, and Bills of Interest



Legislative 
Preview

▪ An exercise in trying to predict what ideas will catch fire 
in a dynamic environment comprised of over 424 
individuals, all with different ideas about what, exactly, 
should happen.

▪ Impossible to predict how many of these bills will be 
relevant in June 2023.

▪ However, we do know that the big one will be the budget 
trailer bill, HB 2. 

▪ We are confident that HB 2 will contain substantive 
policies that will impact New Hampshire.

▪ Not yet sure what impact those policies will have on 
municipalities.

▪ The final version of HB 2 will likely begin to take shape 
after cross-over, with final policy decisions being made 
in the last hour of the last day of the Committee of 
Conference that is almost certain to happen.



Bill Data:
January 9, 2022

More than 1,000 
LSRs filed – More 

than any prior 
election year.

More than 50 LSRs 
withdrawn – more 
than a dozen with 

a municipal 
component.

283 bills being 
tracked by NHMA, 

so far.

Conversations 
going with dozens 
of legislators and 
lobbyists about 

their bills and bill 
ideas.



Some Important Policy Topics

Marijuana – Several bills being 
advanced. Unclear whether 

pre-session negotiation. 
However, House Majority & 

House Minority Leaders 
support the same one.

Bail Reform – Ongoing 
negotiations between 

interested legislators, but 
unclear how that will develop.

Composting – Big push coming 
to start putting composting 

infrastructure in place, 
particularly for food scraps, as 

a way to stave off landfills 
reaching capacity.

Primary Date – Lots of 
conversation surrounding 

moving the date of the state 
primary.

State Funding – Perpetual 
issue made more difficult by 
infusion of federal dollars, 

which will shortly be drying 
up.



Some 
Important Bills: 
NHMA Policy 

Bills

HB 50: relative to payment by the state of a portion 
of retirement system contributions of political 
subdivision employers – restoring a portion of the 
state’s share of employer costs for police, teachers, 
and firefighters in NHRS.

LSR 297: relative to remote participation in public 
meetings under the right to know law – providing for 
a local option remote participation of members of 
public bodies in public meetings.

LSR 787: relative to town council-town manager form 
of local government – clarifying that towns that have 
adopted RSA 49-D have the same powers and 
authority as municipalities that adopted RSA 49-C.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010749/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010102/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010573/


One to Kill

HB 51: relative to requiring towns 
and school districts use warrant 
articles for lobbying agents – this 
year’s attempt at killing lobbying by 
public entity groups.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010747/


LAND USE HB 63
relative to religious use of land and 
structures.

LSR 2023-0135
establishing a superior court land use review 
docket.

LSR 2023-0410
relative to condominium conversions under 
water and waste disposal laws and municipal 
ordinances.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010753/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00009986/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010204/


HOUSING 

▪ LSR 2023-1045

relative to New Hampshire housing 
champion designation for municipalities.

▪ HB 44

relative to permissible residential units in a 
residential zone

▪ LSR 2023-0499

requiring construction of state buildings or 
state-funded housing to contain electric 
vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010695/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010742/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010233/


Local Authority

▪ HB 93

authorizing municipalities to reduce speed limits seasonally

▪ Cannabis bills – There are many.

▪ Bail Reform bills – There are several.
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https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010784/


Elections

26

LSR 2023-0012
enabling ranked-choice voting for state party primary 
elections and municipal elections

LSR 2023-0169
relative to changing the date of the state primary election and 
adding a run-off election if necessary

LSR 2023-0356
relative to the handling of the absentee ballot envelope prior 
to Election Day

LSR 2023-0462
relative to eliminating voter identification exceptions

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00009832/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00009923/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010209/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010407/


ENERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

HB 139
relative to the definition of "municipal host" for 
purposes of limited electrical energy 
producers.

HB 212
appropriating funding for investigations, 
testing, and monitoring relative to per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances.

LSR 2023-0492
prohibiting the disposal of certain food waste.

LSR 2023-0725
relative to landfill siting.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010854/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010937/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010227/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010521/


Information 
Technology

▪ LSR 2023-0386
relative to telephone carrier of last 
resort obligations.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010178/?report-bill-view=1


LABOR 

HB 182

prohibit ing discharge of  volunteer f i ref ighters or  volunteer emergency 
medical  technicians from other employment.

LSR 2023-0395

adopting section 1910 OSHA standards for  publ ic sector  employees in 
New Hampshire.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010908/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010152/


Property Taxes/Assessing
▪HB 98, HB 99 & LSR 2023-0330- relative to the low and moderate 
income homeowners property tax relief program.

▪HB 197- relative to the proration of property tax exemptions.

▪LSR 2023-0158-repealing the collection of the state education 
property tax.

▪LSR 2023-0350-providing that property tax exemptions granted prior 
to a home sale shall not be applied to the new homeowner.

▪LSR 2023-0416-relative to the date of asset evaluation for purposes of 
determining eligibility for certain property tax exemptions.

▪LSR 2023-0512-enabling municipalities to adopt a child tax credit.

▪LSR 2023-0641- relative to the authority of selectmen or assessors to 
abate taxes.

▪LSR 2023-0888- enabling municipalities to adopt a property tax 
credit for child day care agencies.

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010803/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010802/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010149/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010907/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00009961/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010199/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010302/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010315/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010452/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010645/?report-bill-view=1


16 Bills filed relative to the 
NH Retirement System
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HB 50 & LSR 2023-0801 

relative to payment by the state of a portion of retirement system contributions                                             

of political subdivision employers.

LSR 2023-0697- appropriating state general fund surplus toward the retirement 

system unfunded accrued liability.

HB 183-relative to employment of retired firefighters at the fire academy.

LSR 2023-0217-relative to special duty hours worked by retired police members in the retirement system.

LSR 2023-0398

LSR 2023-0337

LSR 2023-0338

LSR 2023-0407

LSR 2023-0473

LSR 2023-0508

LSR 2023-0713

Bills propose changes or modifications to GROUP II 

https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010749/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010606/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010481/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010901/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010023/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010131/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010164/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010164/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010176/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010176/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010281/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010298/?report-bill-view=1
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill/nh/2023/bills/NHB00010427/?report-bill-view=1


State Aid to Municipalities 
through the State Budget Process

Biennial State Operating Budget and Trailer Bill.

• HB 1 and HB2 comprise the state operating budget 

Appropriations are contained in HB1

The trailer bill (HB2) contains statutory changes necessary to implement 
the budget for the two-year period July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2025.

The state Budget has an effective date of July 1, 2023.
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MUNICIPAL REVENUE SHARING and 
STATE AID SOURCES

NHMA’s advocacy tool, Municipal State Aid and Revenue Sharing (History & Trends) Booklet
is now available for download. 

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/Publications/state_aid_to_municipalities.pdf
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STATE AID TO MUNICIPALITIES:  2008-2023 
(Excluding Education)

Retirement General Funding Highway Funds Environmental Funding

Data Source:  NHLBAO State Aid Chart

General Funding: Meals & Rooms (catch-up formula suspended FYs10-14,16,18-21, New Formula FY22), 
Revenue Sharing (suspended FY10-23), 

Municipal Aid One-Time from Surplus (added FY20-21),  
State Retirement Contributions (Reduced FY10, Discontinued in 2013, One-time payment from surplus FY23)

Environmental Funding:  Excludes Grants from the Drinking Water and Groundwater Trust Fund



How to Advocate to Policymakers
Some Suggestions for the Year(s) Ahead



Always Remember 
the Purpose of 
Advocacy: To 
Accomplish a Goal

In advocating, you want to 
have a clearly defined goal.

All of your actions should lead 
to accomplishing that goal.

Therefore, also avoid anything 
detrimental to the goal. 



Stay Informed
The Legislative Bulletin is NHMA’s primary means of communicating legislative information to 
member towns and cities. 

• Sent via email and posted on the NHMA website. 

The Legislative Bulletin highlights important bills as they move through the legislative process.

It also serves as a communication vehicle for action needed from your municipality, including :

• Requests for letters or calls in support or opposition. 

• In person testimony 

Occasionally, NHMA issues legislative alerts by email for special purposes, during legislative session.

NHMA hosts a series of webinars during the session to brief members on the key bills impacting NH 
municipalities , their effect if passed by the legislature, current status, and any action needed by 
member towns and cities. 

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/legislative-bulletins


Ways to 
Engage your 
Legislator

✓Provide your legislators with summaries of issues that are 
important to your town or city;
✓ include accurate facts and data. 

✓ Invite them to address a council meeting; 
✓participate in city/town-hosted events; 

✓visit public meeting 

✓highlight projects or facilities that are important to your municipality

✓Conduct “informal” meetings; 
✓invite business and community leaders, non-profit partner and other 

stakeholder groups. 

✓Respond to NHMA Legislative Bulletin or a legislative alert 
will frequently ask for your assistance in analyzing the 
effects of a bill or in communicating with legislators. 



FAST DEMOCRACY: 

OUR BILL TABLE IS NOW ONLINE  

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/nhma-bill-tracker-fastdemocracy


Check Out 
Our Bill Tables

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/nhma-bill-tracker-fastdemocracy


And Subscribe for Weekly or Daily 
Updates!



Upcoming Webinars and Workshops

Visit NHMA's Event Calendar!

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/events-training


Upcoming Webinars and Workshops

REGISTER NOW!

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/event/registration-now-open-moderators-traditional-town-meeting-workshop


Upcoming Webinars and Workshops

REGISTER NOW!

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pQgj5R1GSAKLm2xT8Tvn-Q


Upcoming Webinars and Workshops

REGISTER NOW!

https://www.cognitoforms.com/NewHampshireMunicipalAssociation/_2023RighttoKnowLawWorkshopForLawEnforcement


Questions?



Thank you

The New Hampshire Municipal Association is a nonprofit, non-partisan association working to strengthen New 
Hampshire cities and towns and their ability to serve the public as a member-funded, member-governed and 
member-driven association since 1941. We serve as a resource for information, education and legal services.  

NHMA is a strong, clear voice advocating for New Hampshire municipal interests.

25 Triangle Park Drive

Concord, NH  03301

www.nhmunicipal.org

nhmainfo@nhmunicipal.org

603.224.7447

Natch Greyes,  Government Affairs Counsel, NHMA
Katherine Heck, Government Finance Advisor, NHMA

Phone: 603-224-7447
governmentaffairs@nhmunicipal.org

www.nhmunicipal.org

http://www.nhmunicipal.org/
mailto:legalinquiries@nhmunicipal.org
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