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New Hampshire Municipal Association 

USDA Rural Development 
Programs & Initiatives

to benefit the



The Mission
We are committed to helping improve the economy and 
quality of life in rural America



Rural 
Development

Business Programs Housing Programs Community Programs

More than 40 loan, grant and loan guarantee programs 
support economic development in rural communities

“Committed to helping improve the economy 
and quality of life in rural America”

Rural Development

Research, Education & 
Economics

Natural Resources & 
Environment

Marketing & Regulatory 
Programs

Food Safety

Food, Nutrition & 
Consumer

Farm & Foreign Ag

RD comprises 1 of 7 
USDA Mission Areas



3 New Hampshire 
Locations

87 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05601
(802) 828-6080

10 Ferry St.
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 223-6037

4 Mayberry Ln.
Lancaster, NH 03584
(603) 788-4651

73 Main St.
Conway, NH 03818
(603) 447-3318

USDA RD Offices

Jurisdiction HQ: Montpelier, VT

https://www.google.com/search?q=usda%20rural%20development%20offices%20in%20vermont&cad=h&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=44339507,-72298746,23836&tbm=lcl&rldimm=5279576789623940360&lqi=Cil1c2RhIHJ1cmFsIGRldmVsb3BtZW50IG9mZmljZXMgaW4gdmVybW9udCIDiAEBWksKHnVzZGEgcnVyYWwgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgb2ZmaWNlcyIpdXNkYSBydXJhbCBkZXZlbG9wbWVudCBvZmZpY2VzIGluIHZlcm1vbnQ&ved=2ahUKEwjlhOTNi-zrAhUKlnIEHV1_CF4QvS4wAXoECAsQCw&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:4&rlst=f
https://www.google.com/search?tbm=lcl&ei=hzBhX9WJF_erytMP37GfwAU&q=usda+rural+development+offices%2C+new+hampshire&oq=usda+rural+development+offices%2C+new+hampshire&gs_l=psy-ab.3..33i22i29i30k1.96338.97651.0.97777.13.8.0.0.0.0.388.600.2-1j1.2.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..11.2.599....0.1RdTVApYH38
https://www.google.com/search?tbm=lcl&ei=6TBhX8-kOa3AytMPvu6lkAc&q=usda+rural+development+offices%2C+new+hampshire&oq=usda+rural+development+offices%2C+new+hampshire&gs_l=psy-ab.3...0.0.0.70257.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0..0.0....0...1c..64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.Z9353uX1AOk
https://www.google.com/search?tbm=lcl&ei=6TBhX8-kOa3AytMPvu6lkAc&q=usda+rural+development+offices%2C+new+hampshire&oq=usda+rural+development+offices%2C+new+hampshire&gs_l=psy-ab.3...0.0.0.70257.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0..0.0....0...1c..64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.Z9353uX1AOk


Established Programs
Affordable Housing Business Support Community Development

Rural Business 
Development 
Grant (RBDG)

Business & Industry 
Loan Guarantee (B&I)

Rural 
Microentrepreneur 
Assistance Program 
(RMAP)

Intermediary Relending 
Program (IRP)

Value Added Producer 
Grant (VAPG)

Rural Energy for America 
Program (REAP)

Training & Technical Assistance (CFTAT)

Emergency Rural Healthcare Grant (ERHG)
Community Facilities (CF)

Multi-Family Housing (MFH) *

Housing Preservation (533)

Home Purchase (502)

Water & Environmental Programs (WEP)
Home Repair (504)

Electric Infrastructure *

Farm Labor Housing (FLH) *
ReConnect *

Distance Learning & Telemedicine (DLT) *

Administered by national coordinators 
or regional general field representatives 
(GFR), not local RD reps

*



Business & Cooperative Programs
Supports the creation and expansion of

businesses and cooperatives in rural areas

Loans, Loan Guarantees, Grants and Technical Assistance
Leverages financial resources with public and private sources
Creates and preserves quality jobs
Areas less than 50,000 population

Rural Business 
Development Grant (RBDG)

Business & Industry 
Loan Guarantee (B&I)

Rural Microentrepreneur 
Assistance Program (RMAP)

Intermediary Relending 
Program (IRP)

Value Added Producer 
Grant (VAPG)

Rural Energy for America 
Program (REAP)
Guaranteed loan financing and grant funding for agricultural 
producers and rural small businesses to install renewable 
energy systems and make energy efficiency improvements

Helps agricultural producers enter value-added activities to 
generate new products, create and expand marketing 
opportunities, and increase producer income

Loans and grants to Microenterprise Development 
Organizations (MDOs) to help microenterprises start up and 
grow, and for training and technical assistance

Technical assistance and training for small rural 
businesses with fewer than 50 new workers and less 
than $1 million in gross revenue

Loan guarantees to lenders for making loans to rural 
businesses

1% loans to local lenders that re-lend to businesses, 
improving economic conditions and creating jobs in rural 
communities









Community Programs
Builds and modernizes essential infrastructure and services to 
attract businesses and improve quality of life for rural residents

Community Facilities (CF)

Electric Infrastructure 

ReConnect
Distance Learning & 
Telemedicine (DLT) 

Hospitals & Health Clinics
Emergency Assistance
Schools & Daycares
Fire & Police Stations

Water & Environmental 
Programs (WEP)

Drinking Water
Wastewater
Solid Waste
Storm Water
Emergency Assistance
Predevelopment Feasibility
Population 10K or less

National Programs

Applicants: Municipal and Not for Profits
Terms: 30-40 years, 100% of project funded
Predictability: Annual allocation 10/1 to 9/30
Rate Risk Mitigation: Fixed interest rate, changes quarterly
Capital Flexibility: 5 years to use, potentially lower rate at closing
Interim financing and project oversight required
Co-funding opportunity with NH Municipal Bond Bank
Areas less than 20,000 population (RD)

First-Responder Vehicles & Equipment
Libraries & Community Centers
Arts & Culture Venues
Food Systems & Access
Population 20K or less









Is the project necessary and inevitable?
Can you afford to wait?



Single Family Housing Programs
Provides home-purchase loans and loan guarantees, and

home repair grants and loans for low-income rural residents

Direct Loans (502)
Apply directly through RD
Low or very-low Income
Typically a 33-year term with payment assistance available
Purchase or build with no money down in eligible rural areas

Loan Guarantees
Apply through approved lender
Moderate household income
30-year fixed rates, refinancing options available
Purchase or build with no money down in eligible rural areas

Home Repair Loans & Grants (504)
Apply directly through RD
Very low income
Grants possible for age 62 and over
Repair, improve, modernize home structures and components

Housing Preservation Grants (533)
State, local entities and NPs can apply
Low and very low income
Rental property owners may receive assistance
Repair and rehabilitate home structures and components





502 Direct Home Loan Income Limits

County 1 – 4 Household 5 – 8 Household

Belknap $76,100 $100,450

Carroll, Cheshire, Coos and Sullivan $75,600 $99,800

Grafton $75,600 $99,800

Boston, Cambridge, Quincy, includes 
Seabrook and South Hampton $111,850 $147,650

Lawrence Metro $90,000 $118,800

Manchester Nashua Metro $87,600 $105,450

Manchester Metro - Hillsborough $70,900 $115,650

Merrimack $83,750 $110,550

Nashua Metro $90,000 $118,800

Portsmouth-Rochester $90,000 $118,800

Western Rockingham $90,000 $118,800



502 Direct Home Loan Maximums 

County Loan Limit County Loan Limit

Belknap $336,500 Hillsborough $350,000

Carroll $336,500 Merrimack $350,000

Cheshire $336,500 Rockingham $616,400

Coos $336,500 Strafford $616,400

Grafton $336,500 Sullivan $336,500





New Hampshire – Fiscal Years 2020 & 2021
by the 

Numbers

Housing Programs
$208,461,000

Business Programs
$18,725,000

Community Facilities
$32,667,000

WEP
$25,696,000

DLT
$1,176,000

Electric
$14,432,000

Total Funding
$301,157,000



Jon-Michael Muise
Southern NH Area Director
USDA Rural Development
O: (802) 689-3026| M: (802) 488-0118
Jon.Muise@usda.gov

Misty Sinsigalli
Northern NH Area Director
USDA Rural Development
O: (802) 828-6069 M: (802) 622-4119
Misty.Sinsigalli@usda.gov

For questions, consultation and collaboration, please contact

~Thank you for your time and consideration~

mailto:Jon.muise@usda.gov
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