What | didn’t know, |
didn't know - but
learned along the
way.

Joyce Keegal, Superintendent of Cemeteries
Brentwood NH




*I am not an accountant. | am the Superintendent of Cemeteries for the
Town of Brentwood, NH and included in my responsibilities is managing
the accounting associated with said cemeteries. (Perpetual Care Trust
Funds and Expendable Trust Funds)

*What works for Brentwood may or may not work for you.

*There is no “one size fits all.” Take what works for you and apply it to
your municipality.



Table of Contents

Perpetual Care Trust Funds

Cemetery Maintenance

Expendable Trust Fund
Cemetery Funds & the MS-9
Know Your Stuff!

Q&A




Perpetual care funds are monies placed in trust with the intent to generate
income to maintain a lot into perpetuity.

The income from a perpetual care trust fund shall be used only for the care and
maintenance of the lot to which the perpetual care fund is attached.

The principal of a perpetual care trust fund CAN NOT be expended.

Perpetual care funds are managed by the Trustees of Trust Funds with input
from the Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent.



The Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent shall keep records of
the work completed (hours, materials, etc.) to determine the annual
maintenance cost for each cemetery. That annual maintenance cost is
then allocated proportionately amongst the perpetual care funds in said
cemetery. If a perpetual care plot has insufficient income to cover its
maintenance then the town is required to pay for it.

Note: Municipalities are required to raise and appropriate “sufficient
funds” to provide for the suitable care and maintenance of their public
cemeteries, which would include burial lots, to the extent they are not
otherwise supported by perpetual care funds (NH RSA 289:4).

The Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent shall keep records of
any other costs for perpetual care lots, such as, but not limited to, flower
accounts, flags, stone cleaning, etc.



If a municipality has passed a warrant article to create a Cemetery Maintenance
Expendable Trust Fund (31:13a Fund) then money from the purchase of a
“Right To Inter” (deed), is placed in this fund.

This fund is managed by the Trustees of Trust Funds with input from the
Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent.

It is fully expendable, meaning it is not restricted to the use of income only.



The fund can be used for the maintenance, operation and/or capital
improvements of the municipality's public cemeteries. Capital improvement
projects include, but are not limited to, tree removal, repair of gates, driveway
sealcoating, well repairs or installation, etc.

Consideration should be given to the use of warrant articles or budgeting for
capital improvement projects before fully expending a Cemetery Maintenance
Expendable Trust Fund.



Are reported on the MS-9 by Trustees of Trust Funds with information from
Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent.

The MS-9 Report is commonly found in annual town reports.

The key takeaways for perpetual care fund presentation on the MS-9 are that
principal is not expended and income is not negative!

Your other cemetery trust funds will be reported on the MS -9 and may be
broken apart in sections for fully expendable and/or income restricted. You
may have additional cemetery funds reported on the capital reserve portion of
the MS-9 if you have a Cemetery Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund or other
funds created through warrant articles.



MS-9  REPORT OF THE TRUST FUNDS OF THE TOWN OF BRENTWOOD FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING 12/31/2022

TRUST FUNDS PRINCIPAL INCOME TOTAL MARKET VALUE
Date Capital Expended Principal Ending
Cre- Name of Purpose How % | Beginning Gains/ With- Ending | Beginning During Ending & Unrealized| Market
ated Trust Fund of Fund Invested Balance | Additions | -Losses | drawals Balance Balance Amount Year Balance Income Gain/Loss Value
Cemetery
Perpetual Care - Dudley Cemetary
1921 [Danisl T. 3mith Lot Maintenance  |(Commaon TF 4813 310801 .00 24.62 0.00 313263 1,011.64 15851 2.3 2,043.64 5,178.27 82.03 5,260.32
1940 [3arah M. 3mith Lot Maintenance  |Commen TF .87 313013 .00 26.52 0.00 3,165.65 2,268.26 168.57 prk | 241432 5,378.87 8842 5,668.20
Total Perpetual Care - Dudley Cametery 00| 624744 0.00 51.14 000 62828  41T2M0 325.08 a502| 445004 10.758.24 47| 1002871
Perpetual Care - Ladd Cemetery
1047 [T.P. Barnas & Kendall Lot Maintenance  |(Commaon TF 11.27 314813 .00 26.82 0.00 317485 2,314.39 170.50 10.51 247438 5,640.33 80.32 5,738.85
1851 |Walter B. Brown Lot Maintsnance  |[GComman TF 2333 B6,505.24| 0oo 55.53 0.00] 6,560.77| 4 815.88 35303 4 5,134 38 11,895.15 185.32 11,880.47
1853 |Frank & Arabslla Wood Lot Maintsnance  |[GComman TF 15.57 4 423 93 0oo T 0.00] 4.481.02| ERER 235.78) 4 3,342 .47 T,803.48) 12383 T.827.14]
1054 [John J. Knights Lot Maintenance  |(Commaon TF 287 BT4.H .00 6.39 0.00 B80.70| 427 .63 40.58 10.51 457.70 1,338.40 21.21 1,330.61
1935 |Forrest & Gecalia Robinson Lot Maintenance  |(Commaon TF 433 1,320.10 .00 10.32 0.00 133042 TT4.10) 63.62 10.51 82021 2,160.83 34.36 220200
1835 [3tephen Georgs Lot Maintenance |Commen TF 287 BT4.48) 000 6.3 0.00 B80.85 428.30) 4064 10,5 435840 1,330.25 2122 1,360.47
1862 [Charles Smith Lot Maintenance |Commen TF 286 BT3.6T| 000 .36 0.00 880.03] 42413 40486 10,5 454.08, 133411 2114 1,335.25
1862 |Myrila Lavois Robinson Lot Maintsnance  |[GComman TF 2686 87368/ 0oo 8.ar 0.00] 88006/ 42419 4046 1051 454 14 1,334 20| 21.14] 1,355.34]
1884 |Gharles & Laura Smart Lot Maintsnance  |[GComman TF 210 T02.18) 0oo 504 0.00] o722 32478 32.02| 1051 34628 1,053.51 116,68 1,070.20|
1084 [Charles Page & Fresman Lot Maintenance  |(Commaon TF 212 T03.88) .00 a0 0.00 T08.85 33427 3237 10.51 3356.08, 1,085.03 16.28 1.081.84
Emarson
1872 [krving & Leslis Croas Lot Maintenance |Commen TF 1.83 366.02 000 R 0.00 380.00] 243 48 5 10,5 23818, 82817 1312 2411
1973 [Fred & Minnie Rock Lot Maintenance |Commen TF 1.83 J65.80 000 186 0.00 380.85) 242.79 2318 10,5 25747 81732 131 840.43
1873 |Andrew Jackson & Lizzie Lot Maintsnance  |[GComman TF 115 54066 0oo 283 0.00] 543 48| 43,83 178 289 3323 7672 B4 585.88
(Vincant) York
1873 |Rev. Hugh Maclsod Lot Maintsnance  |[GComman TF 580 1,684 82 0oo 1380 0.00] 1,708.62 1,118.57 ET.80| 1051 1,185.86 2,904 .48 45.02] 2,850.50|
1074 [Bartlstt & Smith (Lucinda & Lot Maintenance  |(Commaon TF 014 237470 .00 2113 0.00 2.506.45 1,856.80 138.30 10.51 1,884 50 4,581.04 T2.30 4,833.63
Theadhors)
1974 [RL & M. & A. Bartlstt Lot Maintenance |Commen TF 820 257038 000 280 0.00 2,601.28 1,880.89 13821 10,5 200859 4,610.87 T3.08 4,683.93
1987 [Chas Leavitt, Billi Copp, L. Lot Maintenance |Commen TF am B43.08] 000 489 0.00 B48.87] 158.42 30.87 8.3 160.88 1,008.75 16.00 1,025.75
Lizzis York
Total Perpetual Care - Ladd Cemetery 100 28 674.02 0.00 238.30/ 0.00 29.812.52 18,853.58 1,516.02) 262 87 20,206.93 50,118 .45 TE4AT] 30,813.62




What are the purposes of your cemetery funds?

Are they viable?

Do your perpetual care funds have sufficient income?

What types of maintenance do your cemeteries and/or plots need?

What capital improvement needs do you have?



Are you paying attention to limited space in current cemeteries and considering
land needs?

Do you need warrant articles for capital improvement projects, or do you need
budget lines for maintenance projects?

Do you want to do away with future perpetual care lots?

If you wish to discontinue perpetual care, then you need a warrant article to
create a Cemetery Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund.



Do you need a Cy Pre Petition to free up large amounts of excess accumulated
income?

Make sure that your Trustees of Trust Funds are processing deposit and
distribution requests in a timely manner and within the same calendar year the
purchases were made, or costs were incurred.

It is my recommendation that distribution requests for large projects be made
as they occur throughout the year, flower and flag funds in early June and
annual maintenance costs in early December.






Resources

NH RSA Chapter 289— Cemeteries
Chapter 289 CEMETERIES (state.nh.us)

NH Cemetery Association
https://www.nhcemetery.org/

NH OIld Graveyard Association
NHOGA Home Page

Joyce Keegal

Superintendent of Cemeteries
Brentwood NH
bwoodnhcem@gmail.com



https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXVI/289/289-mrg.htm
https://www.nhcemetery.org/
http://www.nhoga.com/index.htm
mailto:bwoodnhcem@gmail.com
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